
     
Washington State Patrol
Crime Laboratories Division

2203 Airport Way S, Ste 250

Mail Stop TB-66

Seattle, WA 98134-2028
Re:
      v.     

      Court, No.      
Dear Records Coordinator:

I am writing to request records pursuant to RCW 42.56, the Public Record Disclosure Act, for the following incident alleged to have involved      , hereinafter “Client”.  First, we request that the state take immediate and necessary steps to preserve the actual swab used to prepare the site of venipuncture of the Client for independent chemical analysis and serves notice of his/her intent to seek suppression of the blood results if such swab is not preserved and produced.

Second, we request disclosure, production, and preservation of the following:
1.
The chromatograms produced from all samples, external quality control samples, commercially prepared controls, non calibration standards (volatile standards and 0.02 standards) run in the batch in which the sample in this case was run, including those of any runs which were re-analyzed.

2.
Copies of the Alcohol Standard Log documenting preparation, including dates of preparation, of external quality control samples, non-calibration volatile standards, and the internal standard, run in the batch in which the sample in this case was run.

3.
All calibration sequence tables and chromatograms for calibrations on both machines on which the sample in this case was tested -- for 60 days before the analysis of the Client’s specimen and until 60 days afterward, or to the present if less than 60 days.
4.
Documentation concerning the period of warranty and expiration from the manufacture of the commercially prepared controls, along with any certifications of accuracy from the manufacturer.

5.
Documentation showing that the commercially prepared controls were tested and verified against a standard of a known value and a statement as to whether such comparison was conducted on the same chromatograph used to test the Client’s blood.
6.
All logs, reports, reports, spreadsheets, or other documents in whatever form, reflecting quality control testing of all flasks, containers, pipettes, or other measuring equipment at issue in this case.
7.
Maintenance and repair records for all equipment identified in the protocol, “Analysis of alcohols in Aqueous and Biological Samples by Headspace Gas Chromatography,” along documentation of procedures undertaken to assure linear accuracy of the testing process for the instruments used in the testing of the sample at issue in this case.
8.
Refrigeration logs for all refrigerators, freezers, or other storage locations storing the external quality control sample, non-calibration volatile standards, commercially prepared controls, run in the batch in which the sample in this case was run for 120 days before the analysis of the Client’s specimen and until 120 days afterward, or to the present if less than 120 days.  Along with this, documentation verifying the accuracy of thermometers used to measure the temperature of all of these storage locations within a year prior to receipt of the specimen up to and including the date of this request.

9.
A copy of the QC Out-of-Range Log for the instruments used in any analyses of the sample at issue in this case for 120 days before the analysis of the Client’s specimen and until 120 days afterward, or to the present if less than 120 days.
10.
A copy of the entire case file for this case, if anything it that file was not requested elsewhere in this public disclosure request.  Including but not limited to, copies of notations on the cover of the file, and copies of any notations in any log, lab notebook, error message display or file concerning injection failures or re-injections necessary or losses of headspace vapor with regard to the gas chromatographs used in the analysis of the Client’s blood specimen.
11.
A copy of the operator's manual and any training material concerning the operation of the headspace gas chromatography equipment used along with that of any attached or integrated components, such as the auto-pipette and flame-ionization detector which were used to test the sample in this case.
12.
Evidence of blind-testing of blood samples tested by the analyst who tested the blood at issue in this case, from another laboratory showing compliance with WAC 448-14-020(1)(c), and the results of the blind testing for precision and accuracy, going back 5 years, including the current year of the analysis at issue in this case, and any beyond that date, if in existence.

13.
The current CV, name, address, telephone number and exact job description the analyst who analyzed the blood specimen at issue in this case.

(a)
Evidence that such analyst holds a permit issued by the

State Toxicologist.

(b)
The results of any and all proficiency examinations with respect to such analyst since their first proficiency examination through the current period of proficiency.

(c)
Performance reviews for two years prior to the test in this case to the present
14.
A statement indicating the exact amount of blood in the tube pre-analysis, and the exact amount of blood in the vial port-analysis.

(a)
If less than 10mL of blood per tube was in the tube pre-analysis, please provide a statement as to how necessary preservatives, anticoagulants and blood were mixed in the precise amount to prevent salting out or neogenesis formation of alcohol.

15.
Please provide a statement describing:

(a.) What testing procedures were undertaken to differentiate between alcohol contained in the Client’s body and neogenesis alcohol.

(b.) What testing procedures were undertaken to assure that the blood sample(s) tested were not contaminated by ethanol producing microorganisms, such as candida albicans?
16.
An actual unused blood kit from the manufacturer that manufactured the kit used in obtaining the Client’s blood.  

(a.)
The distributor and lot number of the blood collection kit;

(b.)
The date of purchase, expiration date and the period for warranty of collection tubes in the kit which were used to collect the Client’s blood sample.

17.
Color photographs of the tubes containing the Client’s blood, showing all labeling, seals and bar-coding.

18.
A copy of any forms, excel spreadsheets or database entries which document the chain-of-custody of the Client’s blood from the time received at the Lab and until the present the date of the response to this request.
19.
A statement indicating the name and product description of the product used to sanitize the Client’s skin from which blood was drawn.  Please provide a statement as to whether any alcohols are known to be an inert ingredient of this swab and provide an unopened sample upon which the label describes the active and inactive ingredients of the swab.

20.
A statement indicating the procedure for obtaining, for independent testing, a sample of the Client’s blood and the actual swab used to sanitize the skin of the Client at the time of the blood draw.

21.
A detailed description of the sterilization procedures utilized on the instruments used in the analysis of the Client’s blood.

22.
A detailed description of the method used to preserve the blood specimen taken from the Client.  Said description to include the name and composition (e.g., Sodium Fluoride) of any preservative used as well as the amount of the preservative used and the date the preservative was prepared or manufacture, and the method (e.g., ion chromatography) used to ensure the presence and proper amount of said enzyme poison.

23.
A detailed description detailing the location of storage of the blood specimen taken from the Client from receipt at the Toxicology Lab, and including a detailed description of any movement of the specimen to alternate storage location either within or outside of said Lab.

24.
A detailed description of the method used to prevent coagulation of the blood specimen taken from the Client.  Said description to include the name and composition (e.g., Potassium Oxalate) of any anticoagulant used as well as the amount of anticoagulant and the date the anticoagulant was prepared or manufactured and the method (e.g., ion chromatography) used to ensure the presence and proper amount of said anticoagulant.


25.
A statement of the Client’s hematocrit at the time of the blood draw.

26.
A statement indicating whether the tube stopper containing the Client’s blood has lost its vacuum properties, and if so, a statement as to whether the Toxicology Lab analyzed the Client’s blood by a bacteriological assay for purposes of assuring that no post-collection forensic artifact contaminated the Client’s blood sample.  And if no such assay was run, a statement explaining why not.
27.
A detailed description of any procedures, guidelines or instructions (whether oral or written) given to WSP and/or other law enforcement personnel concerning the how a blood specimen is properly drawn, witnessed, handled and preserved by any law enforcement officer physically present at the time and location of the draw.
(a)
This request specifically includes production of any and all instructions included in the blood test kit by the manufacturer of the blood test kit intended for the phlebotomist and/or the attending police officer, along with any protocols, procedures or training manual documentation provided to WSP and/or other law enforcement personnel. 
28.
The number of analyses performed on the blood specimen taken from the Client, whether that analysis was performed on serum/plasma or whole blood and whether replicate tests were run on the same blood sample or whether duplicate tests were performed on two (2) separate blood samples.  Copies of all audits and quarterly audits of the WSP Toxicology Lab performed after August, 2007, by internal or external auditors, along with memoranda, correspondence, notes, invoices, emails, service orders, or other documents related to such audits.  Along with this:
(a)
Documentation showing whether the Toxicology Lab is, at the time of this request, and was, at the time of the delivery of the Client’s sample, in full and complete compliance with all audit recommendations, and with any and all agencies with which the Toxicology Lab is accredited.
29.
A statement describing any chemicals or substances other than blood, urine or tissue which were also stored in the same location as the Client’s blood specimen prior to the time it was tested and afterward.  Said disclosure to designate “prior” and “after” test.

30.
A description of any “salting out” chemical used in the chromatographic analysis and the quantity of such chemical used.

31.
A detailed description of any separate tests performed to determine the presence of acetone or any other potential interferent in the blood specimen taken from the Client.

32. 
The specific blood to air formula utilized to calculate the headspace gas partition coefficient and the citing authority for the formula, i.e. “Dubowski.”

33.
If external quality control standards, used in the calibration of the batch which included the Client’s specimen, were not prepared solely by the analyst who analyzed the specimen of the Client, provide the name(s) of the analyst(s) who prepared the external standard, along with a copy of their blood analyst permit and proficiency certification and examination results from the time of hire to the present date.

34.
Provide a detailed description of the type of water used in preparation of the both the “blank control” and the internal standard i.e., distilled, deionized or tap used in analysis of the Client’s blood.  If distilled or deionized water, said description to include the records of any analysis performed on the water to ensure its proper composition and what minerals and or contaminants were checked for in the water.

35.
With regard to the internal standard used in the analysis of the Client’s specimen, provide documentation of the expiration date of the internal standard, and the expiration date of the n-propanol used to prepare the internal standard.

(b)
Provide the name of the analyst who prepared the internal standard used to analyze the Client’s blood specimen, along with a copy of that person’s blood analyst permit and proficiency certification and examination results from the time of hire to the present date.

36.
A statement as to whether it is possible for the analyst to adjust the 

height of the peaks or the width of the base at any time during the analysis.

37.
The Client herewith requests that the state produce a sample of his/her blood for independent analysis and serves notice that said blood sample will be used at trial as a demonstrative exhibit for purposes of allowing the jury to compare said sample with “fresh” blood drawn from the Client by a qualified phlebotomist in the presence of the jury.
38.
The Client requests that the state disclose the full particulars of any recall(s) relating to any blood collection kit used by the state, or any component of such a blood collection kit. Specifically, the Client asks to be tendered all data and all documents now in the possession of the prosecutor, or its agent police agency or the WSP, relating to any blood kit, or component thereof, subject to a recall; the lot numbers of all blood kits recalled and the lot number of the blood collection kit used to obtain the Client’s blood sample.
39.
All documents reflecting lab accreditation and all reports to or of, or communications to and from, any accrediting entity in the three years prior to the test in this case and at any time since the test in this case.  This specifically requests not only the accreditation certificate, but also the evaluation and report generated as part of the accreditation process.  The documents should include any accreditation in effect at the time of the test in this case as well as any accreditation subsequent to the time of the test in this case.

These requests are made pursuant to RCW 42.56, et seq.  Should you need additional information, please call our office or email me at      .  Thank you for your prompt attention to this request.
Sincerely,

___________________________

      WSBA#      
Cc:
Client


File
WSPBloodPdr_V01
11/6/2008

